I923               THE YEARS OF HIDE AND SEEK                 399

turned out my notes of those three days a while ago. How we
stuck! After you left us the Arab Adventure got rather too black
and heavy and the gaiety died out: while the end of it left a nasty
taste in my mouth. Hence partly my disgust for my war person-
ality! So please pardon a change of name. Yours ever, j. H, ROSS

193:   TO LADY SCOTT1
5.2.23.
How could I wish to see your statue of my brother2, when I did
not know that you had embarked on it? It was bold and long of
you, and forms a sure reason why I must call again. Deplorable
that is, for probably I'll have to come on Monday, which is to-
morrow, and two calls so close are perilously near a habit: and
there are no good habits (except riding habits): deplorable. If
you had told me towards the end of the third hour of my last call,
I would, by the news, have been levered gently out of your room
down stairs as far as the studio: and as the studio is very cold (I
know it, for I sat there blue-toed all one winter and estimated it)
my delay in it would have been short, and you would have got to
bed, not yawned stiff, at much your usual time. Kismet!
My most grateful thanks for your pumping of Shaw.3 I'm sorry
that he was not critical. To me he would only say cryptic words,
all of commendation. Those are nice, like chocolate Eclairs or
cream puffs, but not a meal. Mrs. Shaw praised even more than
he did. I hung on until nearly four o'clock, but not even boredom
would show through his courtesy, so that my curiosity came away
unfed. My private opinion is that she's read it, and he hasn't:
and can't: but is much afraid to shock her by letting on.
You want a copy!   Unfortunately so do I.   Of the six copies
1 Now Lady Kennet.
2 This bronze statue of A. W. Lawrence was one of the attractions of the British
Empire Exhibition at Wembley.   Designed as a war memorial, it bore the inscription
'1914-1918.   These had most to give*.   It was later unveiled by Mr. Baldwin and stands
in the nude outside the Polar Research Institute in Cambridge, where its subject is
Reader in Classical Archaeology.
* For his opinion of Seven Pillars of Wisdom.